[Fine needle aspiration cytology of the breast. A simple method?].
During the period 1981-85, 3,743 fine-needle aspiration cytologies of breast tissue from 3,188 patients were reported by the Gade Institute, Department of pathology. Subsequent histologic examination was performed in the case of 798 patients. Among 421 histologically proven carcinomas after previous fine-needle aspiration, there were no false positive and 13 false negative cytological diagnoses. The specificity was 100% and, depending on the criteria used, the sensitivity 77.9 or 96.4%. Altogether 223 doctors performed the aspirations. This high number was probably the main reason for an unacceptably high proportion of inadequate smears. In experienced hands the proportion of inadequate smears was less than 4-7% in patients with carcinomas.